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FORKS, Wash.–Many times when
taking off steelheading, I’ll simply say
I’m going to The Coast, The Peninsula,
or Forks. 

Most often it’s because I really don’t
know which river – or rivers – I’m
going to end up fishing. Be assured of
one thing, though: When it comes to
December, I will be on part of the Quil-
layute River system.

The Quilly, with its main tributaries,
the Bogachiel, Sol Duc, Calawah, and
Dickey rivers, drains the largest water-
shed on the north Olympic Peninsula.
But more importantly, this translates
into the largest run of hatchery steel-
head that bombard Washington in the
month of December.

For Seattleites, this means a long,
three- to four-hour trek, and while that
may seem like a bit much of a trip, es-
pecially for a one-day journey, history
tells me I have a chance at multiple
hookups on one of these rivers – some-
times double-digit days. A single
hookup can be considered good on
Seattle-area streams. Indeed, what’s
one of the most important rules of fish-
ing? Fish where the fish are!

IT’S USUALLY AN EASY CHOICE
picking which river to tackle – the Bo-
gachiel, or Bogy.

Why? I consider it a two for one. 
All the fish that are returning to the

Calawah have to come up the Bogy

until it branches off at the confluence.
Not only do we get to try and inter-
cept those headed for the state hatch-
ery on the Bogy itself, but we can
double up on the Calawah fish.

So why not fish the Quillayute River
then and get all the rivers in the system
before branching off? Simple: The main-
stem of the Quillayute is not designed
for my type of fishing (though many an-
glers plunk at Richwine Bar), and most
fish are just flying through until they get
to the smaller bodies of water. Think of
it as the Columbia and all of its tribs, but
on a much smaller scale.

Since these are hatchery fish and it
is December, it’s a no-brainer as to
where to target: from The Ponds down. 

For bankies, which I generally am, I
start at the state hatchery at the end of
Bogachiel Way west of Forks and work
my way down to the confluence of the
Calawah. Lots of fantastic bank access
here. From the Bogy it’s usually drift
fishing your normal gear (eggs, Corkies,
pink worms). It’s actually very good
drift fishing water. From that point I’ll
either work my way back up the hatch-
ery, or change gears and go over to the
Calawah. Personally I like the Calawah
better for bank fishing because it’s suited
more for float and jig, my favorite. On
the Calawah the fish will hold through-
out the short stretch from the conflu-
ence to the hatchery, bank to bank.
Some decent water for drift fishing, but
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Vampire Steel
‘TWILIGHT’ FOR MANY METALHEADS COMES IN THE FORM OF THE
DEADLY HATCHERY DRIFT ON THE BOGACHIEL BELOW FORKS.
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